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Watkins Awnings’ work goes above and beyond
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Watkins Awnings

Thomas Wright of Richmond was having difﬁculty ﬁnding an awning
company that could meet
his needs until he called
Watkins Awnings.
“Some of our awnings
are half-dome, and we
wanted to use striped
materials. A lot of people
said that what we wanted
wouldn’t be possible,”
Wright said. “Watkins Awning was able to do things
that other awning companies couldn’t or wouldn’t
do. It takes skill to do it
well, and they did the
seaming and proportion
perfectly. They did it right
the ﬁrst time.”
The Goochland Countybased company sells,
manufactures and installs
custom-made awnings, interior storm window panels and removable porch
panels.
“Everything is custommade from scratch,”
owner John Watkins said.
“Everybody at the company is cross-trained in
the business.”
Watkins (no relation to
Sen. John Watkins, R-Powhatan) started the company in 2009.
He began working in the
industry in 1978 as an employee of Thermo-Press
Corp. in Richmond, which
made acrylic panels for interior storm windows. He
bought that company in
1990. Five years later, he
purchased Norvell Awning
Co. and created Norvell
Thermo-Press.
“I sold that in 2007
when the economy was
strong and business values
were high,” he said. “It was
a good time to sell.”
Norvell Thermo-Press

What is it?: sells, manufactures and installs fabric
awnings, interior storm
window panels and removable porch panels.
Location: 2155 Lanier
Lane, Rockville
employees: Five, including the owner
owner: John Watkins
Contact: (804) 914-9147
or watkinsawnings.com

Watkins said. “We did interior storm window panels
for The Bottomley House at
University of Richmond’s
Jepson Alumni Center. That
has historical signiﬁcance.”
Residential customers
will use the interior storm
windows if they don’t
want to change the appearance of their house
from the outside or if they
JOE MAHONEY/tiMEs-dispAtcH have casement windows
that roll out.
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